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WELCOME FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNIVERSITY
Welome to the December, 2007 Commencement Ceremonies at the University of Connecticut.
The Commencement Ceremony is one of the proudest moments in a student's life — and, perhaps even
more so, in the lift of her or his family. I guarantee that you'll remember this day forever.
It's also a proud day for the University of Connecticut. We've been proud to have you as members of
our University family here on our campuses, in our classrooms and laboratories, at our special events
and our day-to-day activities. Your achievements and successes are substantial. The University is better
today because you were here, contributing your special combination of skills, ambitions and individual
personality to our academic community. I hope that you will always remember your time here with
affection, and that you always remain united with the University of Connecticut as proud alumni.
Teddy Roosevelt said, "Far and away the best prize that life has to offer is the chance to work hard
at work worth doing" You've earned and reaped that reward as you graduate from the University of
Connecticut. You've met the rigorous standards set by your discipline, your faculty mentors, and your
colleges and schools. You've mastered a body of knowledge that will lead to new opportunities and new
associations. These a re real accomplishments, and they mean something.
Personally it's a joy to celebrate that achievement with you, and I hope you will carry with you, for
a long time to come, every ounce of our heartfelt pride in your success here today. I wish you all the very
best, wherever your path next takes you.






UNDERGRADUATE SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES
Gampel Pavilion, Storrs
Sunday, December 16, 2007 — 2:00 pm
INTRODUCTION
MARK ROY, University Communications
PRELUDE AND PROCESSIONAL
SINGING OF THE National Anthem
PATRICK REARDON
PRESENTATION OF THE CLASS
ZOHAIB RASHEED, Representative of the Graduating Class
CONFERRAL OF HONORARY DEGREE




Consultant, Retired Partner, er COO	 Executive Director, Center for
Soros Fund Management, LLC
	
Women's Global Leadership




PRESENTATION OF CANDIDATES: THE DEANS
RECOGNITION OF STUDENTS WITH ACADEMIC DISTINCTION
PETER J. NICHOLLS, Provost er Executive Vice President for Academic Affairs
GREETINGS
FRANCIS X. ARCHAMBAULT, JR. '68,'69, '88, President of the Alumni Association
CONFERRAL OF DEGREES
MICHAEL J. HoGAN, President
CLOSING REMARKS




COMMENCEMENT DAY at The University of Connecticut is a time of ceremony and pageantry, portions of which represent traditions
dating back to medieval times. These notes on the history of the Universi ty and the commencement ceremony are offered in the hope
that they will be of interest to spectators.
THE UNIVERSITY OF CONNECTICUT WAS FOUNDED as the Storrs Agricultural School in 1881 when the General Assembly accepted
a gift of money and land from Charles and Augustus Storrs, natives of Mansfield. In 1893 when it became a land-grant college and
officially opened to women, the name was changed to Storrs Agricultural College. As the mission of the institution changed, its name
was changed in 1899 to Connecticut Agricultural College. In 1933 it became the Connecticut State College. It grew slowly becoming
a small but vigorous college with limited undergraduate offerings in agriculture, home economics and mechanical arts. With the
development of a university program it became The Universi ty of Connecticut in 1939. The first regional campuses were established in
1946 to deal with the influx of veteran students. Today, the University is made up of sixteen different schools and colleges. Through the
various agencies of five Divisions and seven Institutes, including forty-nine Special Facilities, Programs, and Centers, the Universi ty is
privileged to serve many State citizens. The Graduate program began in 1935, and in 1949 the University awarded its first do ctoral
degrees.
Enormous expansion has taken place over the years together with increased enrollment. Today, the Universi ty has an enrollment
of over 28,600 students. At Storrs there are over 16,000 undergraduates and more than 6,400 graduate students, representing some
113 nations.
This December, the Universi ty will award over 870 Bachelor's Degrees and three Associate's Degree in the two-year Ratcliffe Hicks
School of Agriculture.
THE PROCESSIONAL BANNERS
College and School of Agriculture
	 Brown and Maize
School of Business
	 Drab Green
Center for Continuing Studies
	 Brown and Blue
Neag School of Education 	 Light Blue
School of Engineering
	 Orange
School of Fine Arts 	 Brown and Pink
College of Liberal Arts and Sciences
	 White and Yellow
School of Nursing 	 .Apricot
School of Pharmacy 	 Green
THE ACADEMIC PROCESSION is led by the Bearer of the Mace followed by the faculty. The Universi ty Marshal, identified by his
Baton, follows the President, together with the speaker, the Board of Trustees, vice-presidents, deans, and other University officials. The
Mace is presented at the center of the stage while those processing enter and take their places. Once the Mace is placed on the st and it
signals the beginning of the ceremony.
THE ACADEMIC GOWNS, HOODS AND REGALIA represent more than elegance or colorful attire. Academic caps and gowns represent
a tradition which reaches far back into the early days of the oldest universities of the Middle Ages The early European universities were
founded by the church; the students, being clerics, were obliged to wear prescribed gowns and caps at all times Caps and gowns were
once common forms of clothing and were retained by the clergy when the laity adopted more modern dress. Though some universities
here and abroad have other colors, the usual color for gowns in America is black. Hoods are lined with the official color of the college
or university which conferred the degree. The velvet edging of the hood varies in length for bachelors, masters and doctoral degrees. The
color represents the appropriate degree. Mortar boards (caps) are usually black. The tassel for the Bachelor of Arts, Science, and
Engineering may be of color distinctive of the degree, and the tassel for the Doctor of Philosophy may be made of gold thread. The
gown and hood of the Universi ty Marshal were made specifically for Universi ty ceremonies in the official colors of national flag blue
and white. The Processional Marshals wear blue velvet "beefeater" berets.
THE MACE, carried by Professor Sally Reis, is used at all academic ceremonies. In medieval times maces were weapons of warfare,
but today a mace is "a staff borne by, or carried before, a magistrate or other dignitary as an ensign of his authority." It is the emblem
and symbol of the President's authority to administer the University. This mace was first used at the Inauguration of President Homer
D. Babbidge, Jr., on October 20, 1962. It was designed by Nath an Knobler, former head of the Department of Art. The University's
early seal, executed in beautiful wood carving, appears on both faces. A penny dated 1881 is affixed to it to commemorate the date of
the University's founding.
Three
THE BATON, carried by the University Marshal, Professor Michael D arre, was specifically designed for ceremonial activities at The
University of Connecticut and was first used at the Commencement in 1968. The Office of Marshal can be traced back to the medieval
period, and the Baton is a symbol of the Marshal's authority. This Baton has silver mountings and is surmounted by a representation of
the University's former seal in enamel, which itself incorporates the coat of arms of the State of Connecticut. The Universi ty Marshal,
carrying the Baton, follows the Mace Bearer as she leads the academic procession into and out of the place of ceremony.
THE SILVER COLLAR/MEDALLION, worn by Michael J. Hogan, President, was first used in 1964, at the time of the University's Silver
Anniversary. Each link on the coll ar represents one of the University's Schools or Colleges and consists of a cloissoné circle engraved with
an appropriate design for the p articular school and enameled with its traditional school or college colors. Hanging from the chain is a
large silver medallion containing the University's early seal
THE AWARDING OF DEGREES at The Universi ty of Connecticut is accomplished by a twofold process. First, the c andidates for
degrees of each respective school or college a re presented by the University Marshal. The candidates proceed to the front, receive their
diplomas, are congratulated by their administrative officers and return to their seats. Second, when all candidates have been duly
presented, the President of the Universi ty formally confers the appropriate degree. This is accomplished verbally at the time that he speaks
the words:
"By virtue of the authority vested in me by the Trustees of The Universi ty of Connecticut, and in accordance with the
procedures and regulations of the University, I confer upon you the Associate's Degree or appropriate Bachelor's Degree for
which you have been presented at this One Hundred and Twenty Nineth Commencement of The Universi ty."
THE RECESSIONAL of the officials and faculty is once again led by the Mace Bearer and University Marshal. The graduates, along
with the audience, are requested to remain seated until the recessional is concluded.
Out of respect and courtesy to all graduates, participants and guests
are requested to remain in their seats until the ceremony has concluded





I was born in Kuwait on September 211', 1984. At the age of five, my family and I had to evacuate Kuwait
because of the Gulf War. Since then I have moved eight times and I have lived in Pakist an, Bahrain and my
family finally moved to the United States when I was thirteen years of age.
When I first moved to the United States, I was not a proficient English speaker and had a rough transition
during middle and high school. However, I found my academic passions at the Universi ty of Connecticut,
where I have studied Philosophy, Political Science and Human Rights. Through my hard work and
dedication at the Universi ty of Connecticut, I was awarded the highest academic honor bestowed upon
undergraduates as a Universi ty Scholar. While at the University of Connecticut, I have held the office of
treasurer for the Muslim Student Association, and I have been a member of The Golden Key and National
Society for Colligate Scholars Honors Societies. Moreover, as a Community Assist ant, I have been an active
member of the University of Connecticut student residential life.
Besides pursuing my academic goals, I have strived to be an upright citizen. I have interned at the Hartford
Superior Court, working in the Public Defenders Office. I have also worked for a human rights NGO in
Pakistan called the Young Social Reformers, where I helped organize a carnival to benefit dialysis patients.
Moreover, I have been a Sergeant in the Connecticut Army National Guard since my freshman year of
college and have participated in relief missions for Hurric ane Katrina and have supported in Operation
Iraqi Freedom, earning five medals during my tenure.
I have been awarded the Richard Goldstone Fellowship for the coming semester, and in February of 2008,
I will begin working at the International Criminal Tribunal for The Former Yugoslavia at The Hague.
Moreover, I have applied for a Fulbright Scholarship to study Public Internation al Law at Leiden
University in The Netherlands. My future goals are to attend an eminent law school and earn a J.D. in
International law. Eventually, I would like to represent the United States as an ambassador to the United
Nations.







CHARLOTTE BUNCH is one of the nation's leading figures in the struggle for human rights and social justice
in the United States and across the globe. Over the course of a 40-year career, Ms. Bunch has played an
instrumental role in the development of feminist studies as a major academic discipline, and her work is
widely recognized as a key element in the intellectual foundation of women's studies, of women's rights as
human rights, and, more broadly, the study of social movements in general. Of equal importance, Ms.
Bunch is a widely admired organizer and activist whose efforts on the international stage have helped
translate ideological support for equal justice into tangible policy goals for the improvement of women's
lives.
A native of New Mexico, Ms. Bunch is a graduate of Duke University, where she wrote her honors thesis
on "The Role of Women in the Chinese Revolution, 1929-1959." Her career includes positions as
National President of the Universi ty Christian Movement; a decade as a fellow at the Institute for Policy
Studies in Washington DC where she founded and edited Quest: A Feminist Quarterly, and establishment of
Interfem Consultants in New York, an organization that worked for women's rights globally and nationally
with organizations in Peru, Chile, India, Sri Lanka, C anada and the United States. Since 1987 Ms. Bunch
has been associated with Rutgers University, where she now holds the tide of Board of Governors
Distinguished Professor in Women's and Gender Studies and serves as Executive Director of the Center for
Women's Global Leadership, which she founded in 1989.
A prolific writer, Ms. Bunch's body of work includes numerous essays and anthologies and two major
works in the feminist movement, Passionate Politics: Feminist Theory in Action, and Demanding
Accountability: The Global Campaign and Vienna Tribunal for Women 's Human Rights. Her civil society
service over many decades includes membership on many boards including: Executive Committee of the
World Student Christi an Federation, Board of Directors of the National Lesbian and Gay Task Force, the
National Council for Research on Women, and the Ms Foundation for Women. She currently se rves on
the Advisory Committee for the Human Rights Watch Women's Rights Division and on the Boards of the
Global Fund for Women and the International Council on Human Rights Policy, and last year she served
on the Advisory Committee for the United Nations Secretary General's Report to the General Assembly on
Violence Against Women. Ms. Bunch's many honors include induction into the National Women's Hall of
Fame in 1996, and selection by President Bill Clinton as the recipient of the Eleanor Roosevelt Award for





Doctor of Humane Letters
The University of Connecticut's commitment to human rights as a field of research, instruction and
public service has been translated into reality due, in no small measure, to the encouragement and
support of Gary S. Gladstein and his ardent interest in human rights A native of Waterbury and
Bridgeport, he is a proud member of the UConn Class of 1966 (BA in Economics). Mr. Gladstein is
one of the nation's leaders in the field of finance, and of course we at the University would like to think
we helped place him on the road to success. Whether or not that is the case, what is clearly true is that
Mr. Gladstein has repaid this institution and the State of Connecticut many times over by helping to
strengthen the University's academic program and, most notably, by enabling the Universi ty to emerge
as a leader among institutions of higher learning in the pursuit of peace and social justice across the
globe. With Mr. Gladstein's help, human rights has become a signature academic program at the
University, one that inspires undergraduate and graduate students and faculty to enlarge our vision and
increase our knowledge about the human condition.
In addition to his undergraduate UConn degree, Mr. Gladstein holds a Master of Business
Administration from Columbia University. He began his career with the Sikorsky Division of United
Technologies Corporation, then joined the Hartford office of Arthur Young & Comp any. He left Arthur
Young to join Kohlberg Kravis & Roberts as their Chief Financial Officer. From 1985 to 2000 he was
with Soros Fund Management LLC, retiring as Partner and the Chief Operating Officer, and continues
to serve as a consultant to the firm. A member of several corporate boards in this country and abroad,
Mr. Gladstein is also a major philanthropist. His generosity in time and financial support has supported
organizations including The Abraham Fund Initiatives, which works to advance coexistence and a shared
society between Arabs and Jews living in Israel; The Biblelands Museum in Jerusalem; The Hebrew Free
Loan Society; The Samuel Waxman Cancer Research Foundation at Mt. Sinai Hospital; The Tanenbaum
Center for Interreligious Understanding; the OneVoice Movement; and the B'nai Brith Youth
Organization.
The manifestations of Mt. Gladstein's support for the Universi ty of Connecticut are as wide-ranging as
they are significant. The Marsha Lilien Gladstein Visiting Professorship in Human Rights, established
in 1998, enabled us to bring outstanding scholars to campus to teach and to study. The Gladstein
Endowment for the MIS Research Laboratory and Gladstein Professorship in Information Technology
and Innovation, both created in 2000, enhance UConn's capacity to meet students' needs for cutting-
edge preparation in fields of crucial economic import ance. The Marsha Lilien Gladstein Human Rights
Fund (created in 2001) and the Judi and Gary Gladstein Distinguished Chair in Human Rights (2005)
contribute immeasurably to the University's capacity to contribute to a cause of vital importance. Other
support to the UConn Health Center, School of Business and Hillel Building funds and active service
on the UConn Foundation Board of Directors completes the profile of an alumnus who has, in the




THE HONORABLE M. JODI RELL
GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT, President Ex Officio
JOHN W. ROwE, M.D., Chairman
GERARD N. BURROW, M.D.
CHAIR, HEALTH CENTER BOARD OF DIRECTORS, Member Ex Officio
THE HONORABLE E PHILIP PRELLI
COMMISSIONER OF AGRICULTURE, Member Ex Officio
THE HONORABLE JOAN MCDONALD
COMMISSIONER OF ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, Member Ex Officio
THE HONORABLE MARK K. MCQUILLAN


















President of the University
PETER J. NICHOLLS
Provost and Executive Vice President for
Academic Affairs
LORRAINE M. ARONSON
Vice President and Chief Financial Officer
BARRY M. FELDMAN
Vice President and Chief Operating Officer
PETER J. DECKERS
Executive Vice President for Health Affairs
and Dean, School of Medicine
and Murray-Heilig Professor of Surgery
PETER J. ROBINSON
Dean, School of Dental Medicine
ACADEMIC HONORS
University Scholar
The University Scholar designation is the highest scholastic honor at the University. The individualized undergraduate programs
of these students, which in some cases include work toward a graduate degree, are supervised by faculty committees. Up to thirty
students are selected as University Scholars in the junior year. Candidates for the University Scholar designation wear medals on gold
and blue ribbons at the commencement exercises.
Honors Scholar
Honors Scholars are outstanding students who complete intensive two- or four-year programs, including Honors courses of
unusual breadth and depth. Honors requirements include a senior thesis in the major field. Candidates for the Honors Scholar
designation wear medals on blue and white ribbons at the commencement exercises.
With Distinction
"With Distinction" is the University's designation for degrees earned by students who give evidence of significant achievement in
their major fields. Candidates for the graduation "with Dis tinction" wear medals on blue ribbons at the commencement exercises.
The names in this program do not constitute an official list. The students whose names are listed herein were considered c andidates for
the degree indicated when the program was printed, except where a prior date of graduation (August 24, 2007) is given. Questions or
concerns regarding names not listed should be directed to the Office of the Registr ar.
RATCLIFFE HICKS SCHOOL OF AGRICULTURE
ASSOCIATE OF APPLIED SCIENCE
JONATHAN DIPILATO
	
AMBER ELIZABETH MCCOMAS 	 LISA M. RIoux
REBECCA JEAN ANNE EDWARDS	 CORNELIUS J. MOORE
DENNIE M. BURAK
DEBORA RACHEL GOTTFRIED
Graduates, August 24, 2007
BRIDGET FORTUNE SIBSON GARRETT MICHAEL THOMAS
COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE & NATURAL RESOURCES
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
Honors Scholars










ALLYSON L. AUSTIN	 LINDSAY RENEE CANNAVO	 MARC PAUL DUBOUR
WILLIAM T. BEYER	 ADAM THOMAS COOK	 DEBRA LEE DULMAINE-COONAN
POONAM H. BHAYSAR	 GREGORY M. CoUTU	 PATRICK VINCENT FRASER







































































































































KYLE E. BROSTEK, in Marketing

































































































DANE ST. AUBIN WALTON
LISA LORENE WEINHEIMER
ETHAN JAMES WILCOx

























































NEAG SCHOOL OF EDUCATION
BACHELOR OF SCIENCE
MEAGAN LYNN PAsTRe
RICHARD RoY SIROIS, JR.






















BACHELOR OF SCIENCE IN ENGINEERING
Honors Scholars



































































































Graduate, August 24, 2007
ISAIAH SYKES
SCHOOL OF FINE ARTS
BACHELOR OF ARTS
BACHELOR OF FINE ARTS
BACHELOR OF MUSIC
Honors Scholar
































DEREK D. MULLEN *

































JOSEPH JOHN AMBROGIO, in Molecular d Cell Biology
TIMOTHY PATRICK ANDRIKS, in Economics
DINA MARIE BADIE, in Interdisciplinary Studies
ALENA D. DILLON, in English
REBECCA ANN FLOR, in Psychology
ANNE-KAREN JOSE, in Biopsychology
TRISTAN JAMES KADING, in Marine Chemistry
KELLY LYNN KEARNEY, in Human Development
& Family Studies
Honors Scholars
MATTHEW WILLIAM PAYNE, in English
ANDREA MARIE PIASCIK, in Political Science
ZOHAIB RASHEED, in Philosophy
RINKU B. SUREJA, in Molecular d' Cell Biology
ALEXANDRIA L. THORNTON, in Molecular of Cell Biology
NOAH TURNER, in Sociology
























































































































































































RUSSELL ASTFALK KIMES III












































DAVID JOHN MAILLY, JR.
NIOKA NICOLE MALCOLM
ERNEST THEODORE MANALIS











































































































































































































































MEAGAN J FF CESARo
LIA M. CESTARO










































































SARAH ELISE CHINCHILLA KELLER
RUSSELL EDWIN KEMP III
BENJAMIN L. J. KENNEDY
OSMAN AHMAD KESHAWARZ




























































































































































































































































I FSLIE ANN HURLBURT











































DANA MARIE SZFI FS















Graduates, August 24, 2007
MEREDITH CAROLYN MONOPOLI
SCHOOL OF NURSING
































Graduate, August 24, 2007
ANNA MIRONETS
CENTER FOR CONTINUING STUDIES
BACHELOR OF GENERAL STUDIES
Honors Scholar























































































































































































DEANS OF THE SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES
COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE & NATURAL RESOURCES 	 KIRKLYN M. KERR, Dean
RATCLIFFE HICKS SCHOOL OF AGRICULTURE 	 L. CAMERON FAUSTMAN, Director
SCHOOL OF BUSINESS 	 MOHAMED HUSSEIN, Interim Dean
CENTER FOR CONTINUING STUDIES 	 SUSAN NESBITT, Director
NEAG SCHOOL OF EDUCATION 	 RICHARD SCHWAB, Dean
SCHOOL OF ENGINEERING 	 ERLING SMITH, Interim Dean
SCHOOL OF FINE ARTS 	 DAVID WOODS, Dean
COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS & SCIENCES 	 ROSS MACKINNON, Dean
SCHOOL OF NURSING 	 ANNE BAVIER, Dean
SCHOOL OF PHARMACY 	 ROBERT MCCARTHY, Dean
COMMENCEMENT MARSHALS





















































On the cover of this Commencement book is the official seal of the University of
Connecticut. The University's seal depicts the ancient and mighty oak. For Connecticut and
the University alike, the oak's symbolism is significant. Beautiful and sacred, the venerable oak
is synonymous with wisdom, longevity and hospitality. To Aristotle, the oak represented human
potential.
The oak holds a special place in Connecticut's history. In a time long before statehood,
the Connecticut colony's self-governing status was guaranteed by a charter issued by King
Charles II of England. When, in 1687, his successor King James II attempted to reinstate the
monarchy's authority, his emissary's efforts were foiled as the Royal Charter was secretly spirited
to a temporary hiding place—a majestic oak in Hartford, forever after known as the Charter
Oak. The oak became a symbol offreedom worldwide.
The oak has unique meaning for the University as well. In 1884, the commencement
exercises of the second graduating class of the Storrs Agricultural School were held in an oak
grove on the Storrs campus. This grove, long a favorite gathering place for a variety of open-air
meetings, served as the spiritual home to the growing community of scholars.
The University of Connecticut's graphic interpretation of the oak is a stylized synthesis of
two acorns and three oak leaves, representing maturation, intellect and moral strength. The seal
is the symbol of a large and diverse institution; it is used by all of the University's schools,
colleges, regional campuses, professional schools and its Health Center. The UConn Husky dog
is the beloved and official mascot of the University's athletic program. While the Husky
symbolizes the vitality and excitement of campus life, the oak seal communicates the broader
mission of the University as a center for the pursuit, the creation and the sharing of knowledge.
The University of Connecticut, like the mighty oak, is rooted in a proud past and reaching
toward a limitless future.
Twen ty-Four
